


Holly Tree Curriculum-
Soil and Ground Layer 

Babies will feel more confident in their new surrounding of Forest Footsteps, where they will freely explore the environments, feeling safe that a familiar adult is always nearby and that their physical needs are always being met with our flexible approach to routines. They will have developed a safe attachment with their person.  






































Holly Tree Curriculum –
Field and Understory Layer 

The children will feel secure in the Forest Footsteps environment with safe attachments to their key person and other familiar Forest Footsteps staff. Having this secure base provides the confidence for the children to make their own choices within the environments, moving between areas freely to where they choose. They will feel secure in the Forest Footsteps environment that they will experience new things with the support of their key person. They will be able to ask for help from their familiar adults. 

The children will become more aware of their peers, begin to play alongside each other, begin to take turns with support and early stages of communication will develop such as eye contact, smiles and simple vocal exchanges.

With adult support children will have rest breaks, co- regulate with an adult in cosy, space spaces and begin to understand happy and sad feelings.

Children will feel safe to explore the familiar woodland, following instructions from an adult to keep them safe.

Children will start to develop an independence, where they are able to put on their shoes, find their belongings and take off their clothes.





Holly Tree Curriculum – 
Canopy Layer

Children will have a greater understanding of their own and other peer’s emotions, recognising happy, sad, angry, hungry, thirsty and tired. They may still require an adult to help co-regulate but will be beginning to learn techniques and skills to manage their own feelings. They will understand right from wrong.

Children will begin to use their manners such as please and thank you and be polite to others, sometimes needing a gentle reminder.

Children will begin to recognise when something isn’t safe. They will use problem solving skills, trial and error and risk assess and if needed ask an adult help. They will be willing to accept advice from an adult, when an adult helps them to risk assess and make safe decisions. They may begin recognising the safety of others too and respond appropriately to help them.

Children’s play will be cooperative and associative where they share, take turns and set their own rules and stories.

Children will be independent in finding their own belongings, getting dressed, finding their own lunch and drink, putting their belongings away, blowing their nose, toileting and washing hands.

Children will feel confident to ask questions, experiment and trial new things to learn.
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