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At Forest Footsteps Childcare our aim is to deliver an exciting, stimulating and challenging curriculum to support the development of all the children attending, ensuring the children the children can reach their highest potential. 
Our curriculum reflects our principles and ethos alongside the Early Years Foundation Stage’s areas of learning. 
Our curriculum is made up of 6 pillars of learning and development (represented by tree names):
1 - Oak Tree Curriculum (Physical Development, including tool use)
2– Holly Tree Curriculum (Personal, Social and Emotional Development, including Emotional Literacy, Risk Assessing and Self-Help Skills)
3 - Ash Tree Curriculum (Communication and Language including Reading and Literacy)
4 - Hazel Tree Curriculum (Creativity and Sound Experience)
5– Pine Tree Curriculum (Science and Understanding of our Environment, Community and World. 
6 - Horse Chestnut Tree Curriculum (Mathematics)
Within each pillar of learning and development, there are stages to represent the child’s level of attainment. Each stage is represented by the names of the varying layers of the woodlands:
Soil and ground Layer 
Typically, from babies through to 2-year-olds
Field and Understory Layer
Typically, 2- to 3-year-olds
Canopy Layer
Typically, from 3 years old to 4-year-olds

Effective Characteristics of Learning:
Playing and Exploring- Children investigate and experience things and are willing to try new things. 
Active Learning – Children concentrate, keep trying and enjoy their achievements. 
Creating and Thinking Critically – Children develop their own ideas, make connections between ideas and develop strategies. 





We will use our own curriculum alongside other Early Years Guidance (Birth to 5, Development Matters, Mary Sheridon and Solent NHS Therapy Pack) to assess the children’s progress. We will plan activities and experiences to support your child’s next stage of learning. Our approach is child led, allowing the child to lead us with their current interests and their own personal level of development. Adults will sensitively enhance the provision by quality interactions, adding provocations, resources and experiences to support all the children’s learning. 
Our pedagogy is Child Led, Forest School, Outdoor Learning and In the Moment and Flexible. We use the natural environment and outdoors alongside the indoor environment, including Forest School sessions. We have a flexible approach to be able to meet the children’s changing moods, routines, interests and development, where we can provide for the individual child In the Moment. We will provide an exciting and stimulating curriculum, planned to the children’s individual interests and levels of development to create an Awe and Wonder to their learning.
By the time the children leave Forest Footsteps to move on to school (or their next stage of learning), we aim for them to be confident individuals, with their own thoughts and ideas who have learnt ‘tools’ to support their emotions and risk assess their own plans. We aim for all the children to develop a love for the outdoors, with a natural respect for the environment, including how to care for natural plants and animals. This will then support the children to have a positive emotional well-being, as they connect with the world and understand healthy lifestyle choices. Providing a stimulating and ambitious curriculum the children will develop a love of learning, where they demonstrate the Effective Characteristics of Learning within their play and their next stages of life. Weaved within all these attitudes and skills that we hope for the children to leave us with, are the foundations laid for communication, language, social skills, self-help skills and physical skills. 
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