


Oak Tree Curriculum – Soil and ground layer

Babies will have developed through the physical stages from sitting through to beginning to run. They can enjoy their physical experiences from crawling, walking, running, climbing on low apparatus and manoeuvring around the woodland terrain.

Babies will be inquisitive and will explore sensory experiences to make marks in paint, soil or sand. They will experiment and develop new skills to scoop, fill, tip and pour in their play.
































Oak Tree Curriculum – Field and Understory layer

Children will have begun enjoying making marks with various resources such as paint, crayons, pens and in materials such as soil, mud and gloop. They will start making intentional marks through trial and error, creating linear and circular shapes. They will hold their tools with a palmer grasp. 

Children will learn new skills to use various tools such as children knifes to cut fruit, rolling pins for rolling out playdough, a masher to mash mud in the mud kitchen. They begin to follow the rules of how to use these tools safely. They will show an interest in using Forest School tools, where they can explore using tools safely alongside the Forest School Leader. 

Children will use the larger outdoor spaces to develop their gross motor skills, where they experiment with different movements such as, run around, throw a ball, kick a ball, go down the slide, push/pull themselves along on trikes/ride on toys and balance along large loose part resources. 














Oak Tree Curriculum – Canopy layer

Children will use tools during Forest School sessions with a Forest School Leader, knowing how to use it safely and understand the purpose of the tool. They may create something with wood using the tools for a purpose.

Their marks will have meaning and begin to represent this too. Children may start making smaller detail marks, such as wiggly lines, zig zags as they learn to ‘write’. They start using tools with a better grip such as progressing from a palmer grasp to a pronate grip then a pincer grip.

Children will have a greater sense of their personal space and physical abilities, so will be able to run around, change direction/stop suddenly to avoid obstacles or change speed, including to be able to manage the terrain of various outdoor environments.

Children will have a greater sense of their personal space and physical abilities, so will be able to run around, change direction/stop suddenly to avoid obstacles or change speed, including to be able to manage the terrain of various outdoor environments.

Children will begin to understand what healthy lifestyle choices are, such as recognising the effects of exercise on our bodies and knowing what is in their lunchbox is healthy or a treat. The children will take part in activities to cook healthy foods, take part in yoga sessions and grow vegetables. 
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